Constantine Pikros

. | S ~ R 5 The cavka (4yaBka) gliders
S T T e i e T el e i in Greece

W 4.\!-_&_.4 e — e

:-r=¢_v‘ e M’!‘ 3
T g -

—— T

| v“"‘ﬁ’”"*w T ~a . B s et b Construction drawings

B m————

Athens 2015




The .pdf file is to be printed in A3 format, landscape, single-side.

Copyright
This book has been produced on an amateur basis. It can be freely downloaded from the site:
www.aerodata.gr

The cover photo

I shot this photo in July 1980 in the airfield of Edessa. At the time it did not occur to me that it was something special. Since then it
has been used in many sites around the world. What made this photo so special?

In the old times we used to shoot photos in black-and-white. We developed the films ourselves and printed the photos in a dark-
room. In the '80ies color films were massively produced, and so were the new cameras. Most cameras were inexpensive with really
cheap lenses. The quality of casual pictures followed suit.

This was only part of the problem. The black-and-white technology was based on inorganic chemistry, so the prints were stable and
they still are today. The color films and prints, being based on organic pigments, did degrade much as the years passed by. It is after the
'90ies that we started having nice casual photos again, due to the digital technology. The worst casual pictures found today are from the
period after the black-and-white pictures until the digital era.

The cover photo was not shot with a negative film for printing. It was a positive slide shot with a pre-war 6X9cm camera.

The photo depicts a Cavka glider on the grass strip of Edessa (elevation 550m). The ridge behind the glider is around 2.000m high.
(NOTE, if you did not notice: Behind the Cavka is also an ASK-13).
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Introduction

The first glider arrived in Greece in 1932 but the first
gliding team started flying in 1934 on primary gliders.
All launches were by bungee chord (Gummieseil). Only
a few car launches were performed in Athens. Until 1940
more than 40 gliders were flying in Greece. Then came
the war.

You can find a brief history of gliding in Greece in
our "Hellenic soaring archive':
(www.marinaalimos.gt/hsa)

After the war some primaries were repaired and were
flying again with the use of bungee chords.

In the early '50ies Greek gliding started experimen-
ting with winch launching. Training pilots on single-
seater gliders was abandoned and two-seater trainers
were introduced.

As a result the primary gliders, the hills and the
bungee chords were abandoned for good. Gliding turned
to flatland airports and to winches. It is only in the late
"70ies that gliding reappeared in the mountain slopes in
the form of hang-gliding, but this would be considered a
new sport.

It is during the gliding evolution of the '50ies that the
Cavka and Roda gliders were introduced in Greece.

The Cavka and the Roda gliders

The word Cavka is pronounced Chavka. It is not a
Greek word. Cavka is a Serbo-Croatian word. This was
the common language in Yugoslavia in the 50ies. In the
cover of our book you can see that the letter "C" has two
little horns on its top and this made it being pronounced
as "ch".

Cavka was the name of a local bird, the jackdaw.

The glider was a Yugoslav design based on the Polish
"Salamandra" of 1936. The Finnish PIK-05 belongs to the
same family. It was an all-wood construction, easy to
build and to maintain but difficult to transport and store,
due to its many wires. It was a glider to be used in an
airfield and be stored in a hangar, without its wings
being dismantled.

The Roda was a derivative of the Cavka. The same
wings were used on a two-seater fuselage.

"Roda" is the bird stork in Serbo-Croatian.

Both gliders were not designed for performance. The

L/D was about 16 for the Cavka and about 14 for the
Roda. They were suitable for training and local flying.

The Roda glider in Tripoli is being prepared for take-off
Its name "Pelargos” means "stork” (roda).
This photo exists in most albums

The Roda during take-off. Signaling to the winch is through a flag.
The glider behind is a Raab Grunau Baby (with elliptical fuselage) that survived WWIL
Photo: Panagiotou archive
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Elocaywyn

To mpddto avepdTTePO Hpbe oV EAA&GSa To 1932,
OAAK 1) TTPATI AXVEHOTIOPIKT] OPASA PXIOE VO TTETREL TO
1934 pe aveudmrepa TOMOUL  Zoegling. ‘Olec ot
ATOYEIWOELC NTAV EKTOLeVOEIC He "eAaoTikdv oxowviov"
Kal poévo Ayec avupoelg éytvay oto Tatdl pe xprion
avtoxtvrjtov.  Méxpt o 1940 vmmpyxav omv ENGSa
méve amd 40 avepdnrepo. Metd rjpbe o TOAepoC.

Met& TOov TOAEMO EAKXIOTK OVEHOTTEPX  Slot-
owbnkav, emokevdobnkay kot Tavamétafav  pe
"AaoTiydo)oIvo".

Ta mpota xpovia e Sexaetiag Tov 50 &pyloav ot
TEPAPATIOHOL HE  PNYXAVEC EKTOCEVOEWNC XVEHOTITEPGDV
(MEA). EyxatoheipOnke 1 exmaidevorn pe povobéoia
OVEMOTITEPA OPXIKTC EKTTOUOEVOEWC KA APXIOE EKTIO-
Sevom pe SBéoix avepodTTTEPQ.

Tnv dexaetioe Tov '50 1 avepomopia eykatéAenpe TIg
TAQYlEG TV Pouvadv kot meplopiodnke ota emimeda
aepodpodpo. Mévo oto téhog Vv Sexaetiog Tov '70 B
xpnoworomBovv &AL ot TAayEC amd TX AUWDPOTTEPAL.
Avtd dpcc o BecopnOel 611 amroteAoVV GANO aep&OAN-
U0, TOV XUDPOTITEPITUO.

Koat& i petaforéc e Sexaetiog tov '50 1jpOory
otV ENM&Sa ta avepomrepa Cavka kot Roda.

Ta avepdnrepa Cavka kot Roda

To évopa Cavka mpogépetar Todpra, omyv ZepPo-
kpoatiky YAwooa ¢ T1éte TovykoohaPiag. Omeg
BAémete oTO €EOPUANO TOL PiPAiov, To "C" €xer dvo
KEPATAKIN TTOV TO PETATPETOLVY O€ "T0".

Ipdxertan ya To Ovopa evog TOVAOD (KaXPAKAEX).

To Cavka nftav ylovykooA&pixn oxedioon Paoctopévn
oto IloAwviké avepdémTepo "Salamandra” Tov 1936.
"Htav €€ ohoxArjpov EVAVO, €0KOAO OTNV KATAOKELN
Kal ovvtripnor, oAA& SVOKOAO OV HETAPOP& Kol
amoBnkevot), AOY® TV TOADV GUPHATOTYOIVOV TOL.
"Hrav éval avepdmtepo yiow xprjon oe aepodpouio pe
vmdoteyo, émov B oTeyaldtav Xwpic amocvvapUo-
Aéynon Tev TTeEpUywV TOV.

To Roda ftav éva mapdywyo tov Cavka. Ot dteg
TITEPLYEG XPTOIHOTTOIOVVTOY He e Sibéota &TpakTo.

H M&n '"roda" onpaivel "medapyoc” ota oepPo-
KPOOTIKA.

Kow Tt 800 oavepdmrepar Sev eiyav oxomd TiC
emdooeic. To L/D ftav mepl To 16 yix To Cavka kau mepi
10 14 yix to Roda. "Htav xatédAAnAa yiox exkmaidevon kau
TOTIKEC TITHOELC.




In Yugoslavia

In 1954 the Royal Hellenic Air Force began contribu-
ting to the revival of the weak post-war gliding. The
location for a gliding center was chosen. This was the
Tripoli military airport in the central plateau of Pelopon-
nese. The gliding weather conditions were ideal.

For the gliding conditions around Greece, visit our
site on the local "Sea- and mountain-breezes':

(www.marinaalimos.gr/smb)

In order to man the gliding center a group of glider
pilots was sent to Yugoslavia to be extensively trained.
They went to Vrsac airfield (pronounced Vrsach with a
stress on the "r" as if it was a vowel) lying northeast of
Beograd close to the Romanian borders. They flew the
Roda the Cavka the Kranich and other gliders of the

center. They also had some parachute jumps.

The seven pilots were: C.Euthimiou, G.Kanakis,
P.Tsakoniatis, A.Avdis, B.Skrekis, A.Kypriotis, and
E.Paidiotakis. The first two Euthimiou and Kanakis were
Air Force cadets. Tsakoniatis was a reserve pilot of the
Air Force. The last four were sportsmen with various
occupations. So when the gliding center of Tripoli was
staffed only Tsakoniatis could be used as instructor.

The gliders in Greece

Three Roda gliders came to Greece from Yugoslavia.
They received the Greek registrations SX-106, SX-108
and SX-110. We don’t know much about the first. The
other two survived for many decades. They were not
exactly identical. Today SX-110 has a tail truss made out
of steel tubes; thel08 has a wooden tail. There have not
been other Rodas in Greece.

Only two Cavka gliders were obtained from Yugosla-
via. They received the registration numbers SX-107 and
SX-111. All other Cavkas were locally built in the KEA
factory. KEA was the Royal Air Force airplane factory in
Phaliron (a suburb of Athens by the sea).

The construction drawings for the Cavka gliders were
obtained from Yugoslavia. They were translated in Greek
and redrawn in transparent paper, so that many copies
could be produced.

The KEA factory built ten Cavkas. Five of them were
registered in 1958 and were used in the Tripoli gliding
center. They received the registrations from SX-112 to
SX-116. The other five were stored for later use and they
were never registered.

The plan was for the Tripoli center to produce many
gliding pilots for air clubs around Greece. The clubs
would receive the extra Cavkas.
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A Cavka ready for take-off.

g™

A trailer for the Cavka and the Roda gliders. The third technician is A.Avdis.

Photo: Avdis archive

2mv Novyxoohafioc

To 1954 n EMnvikr} Bao\kr] Aepomopia (EBA)
dpxloe v vTOOTNPICel TNV UETATOAEMKT] XVEHOTIOPIX.
Apxix& emeAéyn X@pog ylx Snpovpyia avelomToptKov
kévTpov. IIpoxpibnke 1o agpodpdo mc TpimdAewe wov
ATy W MOAV  emtuxric  emdoyry amd  TAevpdg
OLVEHOTTOPIKOV KAUPOD.

Mo My em&vdpwaon Tov kévipov eoTdANoCAV OV
TovykoohaPioe emt& avepomdpot yla petexmaidevon 40
nuepcdv. IIjyav oto aepodpduio Tov Vrsac (mov
mpo@épeTau Bpoarg, pe tov tévo oto "p" oav va frav
@wvriev). Avtd Pploketan BA amd 1o Behtypddt, xovt&
ot ovvopa pe v Povpavia. Exel métafav pe Roda,
Cavka, Kranich xat &Ma avepdntepa tov kévipov.
Exavary Kot KAToIX GAPXTA [e XAEEITTOTO.

O exmaudevBévteg oto Vrsach ntav ot Xprjotog
EvotaBiov, Tewpylog Kavaxng, Iétpoc Toakwvidmgc,
ANéEavdpoc Avdric, Baoihelog Zxpékng, Awidioc Kvmpi-
o™ xau Eppoavoni Iaudiwtéxne. Amd avtove ot Vo
mpaTol Nty ‘Teaxpot, o tpitog Nrav xeptotic Tov EKEX,
ot 8¢ Aowmol epaoitéyxvec avepomopol He  Sidpopec
emayyeAdatikée  Spaompdmrec. Otav  &pyioe  va
Aertovpyel 10 Kévipo TpimdAewe, povo o Toakwviamng
umopovoe va xpnotpomotndel cav ekTadevTrC.

Ta avepdémTepa otV ENGSx

A6 v lNovykoohafia ipBav tploe Roda kot éhaParv
Ta vijoAdyta SX-106, SX-108 wou SX-110. I'iae to 106 Sev
yvopiCovpe moA&. Ta dMa duwe Vo emefiooav yix
ToM& xpévia. Aev ftav Spee amoAvTwg épola. To
emPiooav SX-110 éxet ovp& MO ATOXAOCOANVAOTO
Sixtvwpa, To e SX-108 eixe TVAvo SixTO®UA OVPAEC.
Avtd Ty ko Tae péva eAAnvika Roda.

Ao myv TNovyxoohafia fpBav pévo dvo Cavka kau
Eafav o vioAdyta SX-107 ko SX-111. ‘OAat tax M«
Cavka xataokevdomrav oto Kpatxd Epyootdolo
AepomAddvav (KEA oto II. @&Anpo, oto TéAog TG
Aew@opov Zvyypov). Ta kataokevaoTik& oxédia 1pday
amé mv Tovyxoohafic. Metagpdomkav kat fava-
oxedldomroy o SlPAVEIEC, OOTE VOL UTOPOVV V&
avamapayxfovv aviiypagpa.

To KEA xataokevaoe déxa avepomtepa Cavka. Ta
mévte amd auT& voloynbnkav to 1958 kau xpnotyo-
mombnray  oto  Aepabnmiké  Kévipo Tpimdiewc.
Amékmooav Tta vioAdyla amd SX-112 éewc SX-116. Ta
vmdédotma TEVTE amobnkevOnKay avnoAdynNTx, ylor pei-
AovTikr] xprjomn.

To oxédo frav v dnuovpynBoidv amd To Kévipo
TpimdAewg mepupepetokol Tuprjvee oe OAn v EXAGS«,
oL B ETaupvay Ta ATOBNKEVPEVA AVELOTITEPAL.




The Tripoli gliding center

The Tripoli center operated every summer for five
years (1956-1960) fully supported by the Royal Air
Force. It was staffed by Air Force personnel. Even the
transportation from Athens to Tripoli was done by the
Air Force's DC-3s.

Each year three to five groups of around 25 young-
sters each, went to Tripoli to be trained in gliders. They
stayed in the airfield for a full month, flying almost every
day. Wake up was at 05.00 and the flights continued
until 18.00 with a brief interruption around noon for
lunch.

The instructors were P.Tsakoniatis, S.Panagotas,
P.Argyrakis, N.Kapitsopoulos, N.Mauromatis, F.Katzou-
ros. They were all reserve pilots of the Royal Air Force.
During the first year of operation chief instructor was
the Yugoslav Branco Uselac.

The runway of Tripoli had a N-S orientation. As you
can notice in all the Tripoli photos, all take-offs were to
the North. This is due to the prevailing local summer
breezes.

In this page's photos you can see the Roda gliders
operating in Tripoli. You may notice that one of the
gliders had a longer nose (it survives today as SX-110). As
for the tail of each glider, it may be wooden in one photo
and metal in another. The wings and the tails were
Interchangeable.
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To aepabAntikd xévrpo TpimdAewc

To xévipo Aettovpynoe yla mévte xpovia (1956-1960)
Kol elye mv mApn owovoukn vmootpiEn ¢ EBA
(EMnvixr) Baotixr) Agporropia). To mpoowmikd amote-
Aovtay amd otedéxn e EBA. Axdpa xat yix Ti¢ peTakt-
viioeig ABrva-TpimoAn dixti@ovtavy DC-3 g EBA.

K&Be xpdvo exmaudevovrav tpeig éwg mévte dado-
xiéc oepég, amod mepl Tovg 25 véoug. Epevav oto aepo-
Spouo yla éva prva, metvrag oxeddv kabdnpeptvé. To
mpdypappa TepA&pPave éyeporn otic 05.00 xau mToEC
péxpt tic 18.00 pe pxpr) poévo peomueplavr) Todom ylo
oynTo.

Koptot exmaudevtéc nrav ot IIétpoc Tooakwwidng,
Zmopocg ITavaydtag, ITavhoc Apyvpdxne, Nikog Kami-
toémTovAoc, Nikoc Mavpoppdte ko Pt Katlov-
poc. "Htav Shot é@edpot xeplotéc e EBA mpoepyd-
pevot améd to Exmoudevtied Kévrpo E@édpwv Xeptotodv
(EKEX). Tov mpdTto xpovo opXleKTadevTic NtV O
T'ovyxooAd&Poc Branco Uselac.

O 8uadpopoc e Tpimdrewe eixe MPOCAVATONOHO
B-N. Adyw TV emKpaTOOVI®OV XVEHGV, OAEC Ol XTTO-
YEWOEIC YivovTay Tpoc fopiv.

Or poroypagisc e oedidac sixovi{ovv T AVeEUO-
nrepax Roda va  exmaudevovv. FEva amd ta 1pla
AVEUOTITEP EYEl HAKPUTEPO pUyYOC (emPadvel orjugpa
oav SX-110). H ovpd kxals aveuomtépov supavi(erai
daMore EvAivy kau alore peraldixry. Ot ovpée kau o
TrEPUyeC ffTav eVaAAdEiueg.

Flying the Cavka

The Cavka was very pleasant to fly. It was slow,
docile and forgiving. The instructors were telling us the
story of a student who entered in a spin, completed two
or three full turns, terrorizing the viewers, and then
came out of the spin in low altitude.

As soon as he landed the instructors rushed to the
glider to investigate what went wrong. The student was
smiling and happy, not understanding why the instru-
ctors were so upset.

- I was just enjoying some tight turns, he said !!

It seems like the students were having a lot of fun
with the Cavkas. They were all high-school boys after
all.

In later years when they met with each other, they
remembered funny stories with much exaggeration. For
example the story of the guy who landed on an olive tree
was told again and again.

IMetdvrag pe o Cavka

H mmjon pe 1o Cavka rjtav moAv evxdpiot. Hrav
évat apyd kat @AKS ovepdmTepo. Ot exmoudevTée
SmyovvTay Vv (oTopiat He évav padnt) Tov pmrke oe
epISivon TPOHOKPATAOVTAC Tov Beatéc kau Pyrke oe
XAUNAS LPoc, PeT& amd Vo-TpelC TePIoTPOPEC.

Metd v mpooyeion ot eEXTAUSEVTEC E0TEVOAY OTO
avepdTTEPO v p&Bouv Tt dev mriye koA&. O pabntic
OpWC NTay YeAXoTOG Kat XapoUpevog. Aev karoh&Pauve
yloti avnouxovoav ot eKTadeVTEC.

- ATAGG €Kava KATTOLEG KAEIOTEC OTPOPEG, eltre !

Tevikadg, ot exmaudevopevol SlaokéSACaV APKETX e
ta Cavka. Aev mpémet va Texvae 0Tt oy TaUdI& TOL
yvpvaoiov.

‘Otav apydtepa ot t6Te exmaudevopevol Ppioxoviay
pali, dinyovvtav aoteiec 1oTopiec pe TOAMEG vTEPPOAEC.
lNa mapddetypa 1 1otopic pe xdmoov pabnmi mTOUL
Tpooyelddnke TAV® OV eA&, eTavoApPavoToV
OUYVA.




The air-scouts

The air-scouts were a branch of the boy-scouts that
was founded in 1945. The scouts were involved in
gliding even before the war.

In Tripoli many air-scouts were trained in gliding. In
1959 their leader was also flying in Tripoli. The only
fatal accident in Tripoli was when the leader of the air-
scouts stalled during the winch launching (on the Cavka
SX-115). Immediately the scouts headquarters in Athens
forbade the flights of the air-scouts.

Next year the air-scouts came again in Tripoli, but as
members of local air clubs.

The Weihe

The Cavkas and the Rodas were not the only gliders
that were acquired from Yugoslavia. A German Weihe
built in Yugoslavia after the war also came to Tripoli.
The instructors were flying the Weihe (SX-109) for their
own pleasure.

The Weihe came later in Athens. We were flying it
until the 80ies when it was retired with honors.

With a stalling speed of only 49 km/h it was adorable
to pure glider pilots. Some airplane pilots detested it, as it
demanded precise hand and feet coordination.

The end of Tripoli

In 1960 the Tripoli center operated only briefly, until
it was closed for good. The operating cost was considered
too much for the Air Force.

The operation of the Tripoli center was successful.
529 glider pilots were trained in 13.631 flight of total
duration of 1.218 hours.

Unfortunately after the closing of the Tripoli center
the project of having many gliding groups around the
country was not materialized.

All gliders were stored in Tripoli. Some of them (the
Raab Baby and two KEA SG-38) were burned as old stuff.
In 1960 two brand new Polish Bocian trainers and a
Mucha single-seater came to Greece. So nobody was
interested any more in open-cockpit gliders.

The Cavkas and the Rodas were later transported to
Athens to be stored in precarious shacks. That seemed to
be the bitter end of their story, but fortunately it was
not.

Spectators in Tripoli during various ceremonies.
Above, with the Weihe. In the background is a DC-3 that brought people from Athens.
Below, with a Roda.
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Ot agpomtpdokoToL

Ot agpompdokomot gav KA&XSOC TOv  Z@UATOC
EMNjveov TIpookémwyv 18pvbnke To 1945. O mpookomi-
ouéc Spae eEaokovoe avepomopia 181 TPOTOAEUKAG,
XOPIC va vTTEPXEL 0 KAGSOC aePOTPOTKOTIGV.

2mv TpimoAn exmaudevBnkav Mool TpdokoTol, To
be 1959 exmoudevdTaV KAl O €POPOC AEPOTTPOOKOTIV.
To pévo Bavatmedpo atvxnua oty TpimoAn ovvéPn
0TV 0 £OopPoC OTOAAPE KATA TNV exTOEeLON e TO SX-
115. H 80iknon TV TPooKOT®Y ATXyOpevae auéowme
TIC TTHOEIC AEPOTPOTKOTV.

Tov eméuevo xpdvo moAhol aepompodokomot 1pbav
méAt otV TpimoAn oM&, oov péAn TOTIKGV OePO-
AeoX V.

To avepdmrepo Weihe

A6 mv TNovykoohafia dev fpbav pévo ta Cavka
xat T Roda. Eva yeppovikd avepémtepo Weihe
KOTOHOKEVAOPEVO PeTATOAEHKAG oty Tovykoohafia,
fpbe emionc omv TpimoAn. Aev ftav OUwG ylx Tovg
exmTadevopevovg. Ot exmaudevTée Ty ekelvol TOL TO
ameA&pPovay.

To Weihe (SX-109) 1pBe apydtepa oy Abnva,
o6mov metovoe péxpt Vv Sexaeti Tov '80, Stav TO
By&Aae o€ TIUNTIKT) ATOOTPATELOK.

To Weihe metovoe mOAD apyd& kot fTav TPOTPIAEG

oToug avepomdépovg. Kamolol agpomdpol To amépevyay,
yati amautodoe TOAD 6oT6 cLVEVAOUS XelpIoTNPI®Y.

To té\og ¢ TpimoAnc

To 1960 to xévtpo Aetrtovpynoe yix Alyo St&omnpa
kot akoAoVOw¢ éxAeloe oploTik&. To k60TOC AetTovpyiag
Tov TaY TOAD peydAo yia v IToAepuxr Agpomopia.

2e yevikég ypappée to xévipo e TpimdAewc vmrpte
pia emtvxnpévn Stopyavawor. ExmoudevOnrav 259 ave-
pomoépot. ‘Eyivav 13.691 mmjoeig Stxpkeiog 1.218 wpddv.

AvoTuxde To Tpdypappa Tov eixe Cexivrjoel oTnyv
TpimoAn Sev emektdOnKe oe 6AN TV ENAGSa.

Ola T avepdTTEPK ATOONKEVONKAV KO KATOLK
kanxav ooy &xpnoto vAd. ET &Aov 10 1960 1jpbarv
omv EAA&Sa 800 modwvikd exmoudevtiké Bocian xou
éva povoBéolo Muha. Kaveig Sev eviapepdtay ma yia
XVEUOTITEPX E AVOLKTH KTV,

Ta Cavka kot Tae Roda ipBav apydtepa oy Abrva
6mov amodnkevBnkav oe TVAVA TopamiyuaTa. AvTtod
éuolale va elvar To oploTikd TENOG NG OTOPIOG TOVG,
OAA& EVTLXRC dev TAV.




Losing historic data

There are not many pictures from the Tripoli era. The
photo albums of our National Aeroclub do not have
many pictures left. When compiling our Hellenic
Soaring Archive we had to search in private albums
where we could find some photos that were interesting
for the owner of the album.

The offices of the National Aeroclub had a small
storage room in the basement of the building. When
some folders were overloaded they were sent to the
basement, together with any old stuff that laid around.
When the basement store was full, somebody was called
to discard the junk, so the circle could be repeated. This
is the main mechanism by which most historic data were
lost in the National Aeroclub. Similar mechanisms were
in process in local aeroclubs, where new managers
discarded overloaded folders of previous managements.

Among the trash of the National Aeroclub I found a
treasure. It was a small slide, a positive film to be used in
a slide projector. It was a black-and-white picture of the
Roda SX-110. Most of the pilots pictured have played
some role in the later history of gliding in Greece.

Standing are: 1.Chief instructor P.Tsakoniatis
2.Student E. Paidiotakis 4.Instructor P.Argyrakis.

Seated are: 1.Student K.Kavathas 2.Student A.Abazis
3.Instuctor ~N.Mauromatis 4.Instructor S.Panagotas
5.Student I.Siniosoglou 6. Technician A.Avdis

Unfortunately we do not have any information about
who shot the Tripoli photos. We just know the archives
where we found them.

The Theodore Panagiotou archive is worth mentio-
ning. He also wrote the best text on Tripoli that appeared
until now. You can find it in the issue 35 of our
"Aerathlitismos" publication, which is in Greek language.
(all issues are accessible in the site: www.aerodata.gr )

We must also mention the Alexander Avdis archive,
as well as the loannis Babassakis archive with many
photos, some shot by himself.
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XA&vovTtag 1oTopIk& oToLX el

Aev  éxovv Sxowbel TOMEC @wToypagiec MG
Tpimdrewe. Ztaw dApmovp g EBvixric AepoAréoxnc Sev
éxovv peivel ToAéC paToypaglec. Otav ovvTdEape To
Hellenic Soaring Archive avatpé€ape oe &Aumovp
BTV, O0mov emPiwoay KLVPIOC O60EC POTOYPAPIEC
ATEKOVI{XV TOV EVOLAPEPOHEVO.

Ta ypageix ™c EBvixric Aeporéoxne (Axadnuiog
27a) Si€0etatv oTO LTWOYeElO e pukpr|) amoBrxrn. ‘Otav
KATOIOl PAKEAOL TAPAPOVOKDVAY, KATEPAIVAY OTNV
amofnkn, pali pe k&be moAad avtikelpevo mov MTay
yopw Tovg. Otav yéuule 1 amobrxn, k&molog émaupve
OAX TQ XOPTIX YIX TTOATOTTOIMNOT), (OOTE V& UTOPETEL VO
emavoAn@Oel o xvxAo¢ ¢ amobrknge. Avtdg HTav o
KxUptog unyoviopde amwAeiog e otopiag. Ta mepipe-
pelok& oouaTeia elxav avédAoyoug pnxaviopove, kol
ol véec Slowroelc ekkab&pl{av TOVG POVOKMUEVOVC
PAKENOVC TWV TIPOTYOUHEV®YV SIOIKT|TEWDV.

Avdpeoa oe avtk Tt oxovmidiax ¢ EBviric
Agporéoxne Séowoa éva Bnoawpd. Empdxerto yx éva
ppd Oetikd aompduavpo slide yix TpoPoAr). Amecd-
viCe o Roda SX-110 pali pe mTOA& mpdowma mTOL
émau€av apydTepa pOAO OTNV AVELOTTOPIKT] HOC (OTOPIX.

EwcoviCovran JSpbior: 1. Apyiexkmaudevtiic  Ilérpog
Toaxkowviamne 2.Mabnmjc  Euuavoviid  Iaudiwrdkng
4. Exraudsvtiic Ilavdogc Apyvpakig.

Kabioroi 1. Mabntijc Kdorag Kafabac 2.Mabntijc
AyiMéac Aurralne 3. Exmaudevtijc Nixoc Mavpopuarie
4. Exmraudsvtiic Zmvpoc Havaydrtac 5 Mabntijc loorig
Zivicooylov 6. Teyvikog AAéEavdpoc Avdijg.

AvoTtuxdg dev yvwpilovpe TOUC POTOYPAPOVE TNG
TpimdAewg. I'vwpiCovpe povo T apyxeloe dTOUL Pprikae
TIC PWOTOYPAPIEG.

[Mpémet v pvnuovedboovpe To apyelo Tov Aeodwpov
Moavaydtov. O Blog éypope éva TOAD KATATOTIOTIKO
kelpevo yix mv TpimoAn. To Ppioxete eAAnvioti oTO
Tevx0G 35 Tov "AgpabAnTiopod” (www.aerodata.gr).

Ipémet  emiong v pvnuovevoovue TO  apxeio
Aletdvdov Avdn xau To apxeio Iodvvov Mmapmaodkn
Tov elval TAOVOIO0 Ot PWTOYPAQleg, K&TOlEC amd TIC
omolec Tp&Pnte o dloc.




A new beginning in Yugoslavia

In '70ies the Balkan countries agreed on the Balkan
Air Games to be held every two years. The first games
(1975) were held in Zagreb Yugoslavia (now Croatia).
Our National Aeroclub could not raise funds for the
games, so Greece sent only observers. Byron Bakelas
(aeromodelling) and I (gliding) traveled together to
Zagreb and there we met Anton Panagopoulos (rocket-
modelling).

As we did not know each other, Bakelas introduced
me to Panagopoulos as a Greek-speaking Yugoslav to be
dealt with caution, because I probably belonged to the
secret police. After some awkward dialogs we revealed
the truth, and started knowing each other better.
Panagopoulos was the president of the aeroclub of Edessa
(Macedonia) and he intended to start a gliding school. He
had in the club some glider pilots who had flown in
Tripoli 15 years ago, but he had no glider.

I spoke with him about the five unused Cavkas, the
Rodas and the old winch that were stored in Athens.
This was the beginning of a long cooperation with
Edessa. The second chapter in the life of the Cavkas
started again in Yugoslavia, as did the first chapter.

From my photo of the Cakovec airfield (were the
games took place) you can judge that in 1975 the Cavkas
were just museum pieces. In 1975 even the Bocians were
outdated. In Athens we were instructing on an ASK-13
and the wooden gliders were gradually giving their place
to fiberglass birds.

The old gliders fly again

In Athens we had some used and some new wings
and fuselages. We chose the best pieces and assembled
one Roda and two Cavkas. The Roda was the SX-108. For
the Cavkas we used the existing registrations SX-113 and
SX-116. Probably the new gliders did not correspond to
the gliders that have flown in Tripoli with the same
registrations.

Platon Kourouvakalis (just Platon to make things
easy) made the repairs on the gliders and the first flights
in Athens. For the Roda we used car launching, with a
powerful car having an automatic transmission. Then
Platon took the Roda to Edessa for the first flights in the
airfield. Edessa had just a narrow airstrip.

The Roda had a wheel without brakes. When the
glider started rolling towards the side of the airstrip, the
only thing Platon could do was to try to stop it by
lowering the nose-skid, as we did in Athens with the
ASK-13. But the Roda had just a flimsy steel tube under
its nose. It dug in the sand and the Roda capsized slowly,
without much damage.

& .ﬁ-
From the first Balkan Air Games
The Roda in Athens (spring 1976)

Photo: C. Pikros

Phoro: G. Gioutsos
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Néa apxn} otnv I'ovyxoohafic

2mv Sexaetia Tov 70 ovpPViONKE va Sopyaved-
vovtat BoAkavikol ayodveg avé Setia. Ot mpTol
aydvee tov 1975 éyvav oto Zykpeun. Xpjuara yix
amooToA] aywvIoTIkrc ouddac Sev Bpédnkav. ‘Etol n
EOvixn) pog AepoAéoyn éotelhe pdvo moapamnpntéc. O
Bopwv Mmaxkéhag (aepopovieAlopdc) kat eyed (ovepo-
mopia) Tagidépape pali oto Z&ykpeuT OTOV GUVAVTY-
oape Tov Avtovn Ilavaydmovio (mupovAopovte-
Alopéc).

KaBoc 8ev yvoplldpaote, 0 yvwotde TAAKATENG
Bopwv Mmnaxkédag pe ovvéomoe otov Ilavaydmovio
oav eANnvopadn TovykooA&Po, péAAov me xpaTikic
ao@OoAeiac.  TUOVTOPX  OUMC  YVWPIOTHKAUE HE  TOV
MNovayémovdo.  ‘Hrav  mpodedpoc ¢  Aeporéoxne
Edéoong mov  @\odotovos v QmMOKTOEl  GXOAN
avepomopiag. Eiye éva aepodpdpio vrd xataokeviv Kau
Kk&Tmolovg avepomdpovg mov elxav metdel otnv TpimoAn
mpo 15etiag. Aev eixe SPWC XVEPOTTEPQ.

Tov piAnoa ya Ta axpnotpomointa Cavka, T Roda
xat i MEA (unxavéc extotevoeme) mov elyaue oty
Abnva. ‘Etot Texvijoape pa paxpd ovvepyooia ue my
‘Edecoa. To &evtepo xepdhawo omv (wn twv Cavka
Cextvdel oA amd v INovykooAafia, dTwe To TPTO.

Amé mv pwtoypagia pov oto Cakovec (émov €ytvary
ol aywveg) pmopeite va Slamiotedoete 6Tt To 1975 T
Cavka ritav 1181 povoelaxd avepdmrepa. To 1975 axdpa
kot Ta Bocian nrtav  Temepaopéva. Xmv  ABfRva
exmoudevape pe 1o ASK-13 eved 1dén T TOAvVa
AVEPOTTTEPA EStvary TNV 0£0T) TOVC OTAX TTAXOTIKA.

Ta Mok avepdmrepa EavameTdv

Zmv ABnva elyape x&moleg XPnOIHOTTOMUEVES KL
KATOLEC KAIVOUPLEG TTTEPUYEC KA ATPAKTOVC. ATd QUTEG
ovvBéoape éva Roda (SX-108) kot Vo Cavka mwov toug
Sdoope T vTapxovTa vnoAdyta SX-113 xou SX-116.
Ipo@oavdg Tar Ve avepdTTEPA SEV AVTIOTOLYOVOOV HE
exetvo Tov elyory Tt (Six vovpepa oy TpimoAn.

O IM\&twv KovpovPaxdAng éxave TIC amapaiTnTeg
EMOKEVEG, KAL TIC TPAOTEC TTHOEG oV ABrjva.

lNa mv avdpewon tov Roda xpnouomomjoope éva
woxvpd autdéuato autokivnto. Axorovbwe, o ITA&twv
miiye To Roda oty 'Edecoa yia TI¢ TPdTEC TTHOELC.

To Roda eixe éva tpox6 xwpic @pévo. Otav Aomdv
Apxloe KATOIX €EKTPOTI) MPOC TO TAKL TOV OTEVOD
Stadpopov, o pévo mov pmopovoe va k&vet o ITA&Tov
ATay voo Soxipdoel v gpevdpel pe to prvaio mTESNO,
omwe kavope pe to ASK-13. AMG& 10 Roda elxe oto
pYYyXOC TOL HOVO éva aoBevéG XTOAAO-CWANVAKL. AvTo
KOPPOONKE OTNV QUUO, PE ATOTEAECUA VO XVATPATIEL TO
Roda fjpepa, xwpic moMég Cnpuéc.




Playing with the Cavka

Having the Cavka in Athens was an oportunity for
experimenting. First we had the Cavka aerotowed. The
problem was the speed of the tow-plane. The Cavka had
a maximum speed of around 110 km/h. Our Piper Cubs
had a minimum speed of around 60 miles/h. These two
speeds were very close to each other. In the first flight
everything was fine as long as we were going straight
ahead. In the first turn though the pilot speeded up as
usual for his own safety. All the wires of the Cavka were
hissing terribly. I had to abandon the tow, not to
overspeed. Later tows were very close to the stalling
speed of the airplane.

The slow flight of the Cavka was a delight. We all
remember the glider turning in a thermal low over the
runway. The pilot was so delighted that he started
singing aloud. Due to the open cockpit we were all
following his song from the ground.

Our friend Platon had a "Bebe Jodel" homebuilt with
a 40 Hp Volkswagen engine. It was a challenge to try
towing the Cavka with the Jodel. We started gaining
speed very gradually until we took off and began a very
slow climb with very gentle turns. After two turns over
the airport we reached 200 m but we could not climb
anymore. We had probably reached the ceiling.

Among the construction drawings of the Cavka we
found the drawing of a tow-hook for the powerful
Stearman biplane. In the '60ies there have been some
aerotows of Bocians by a Stearman, but towing a Cavka
with the mighty Stearman would have been rather
spooky.
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After 17 years I.Siniosoglou flies again in Athens to become chief-instructor in Edessa.
With him V.Katiniotis and C. Pikros Photo: V. Katiniotis 1977
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IMaiCovrag pe o Cavka

H Ymaptn tov Cavka omv ABva péc é6moe evkat-
pla y melpapatiopote. Mix kau dev diadétape MEA,
Soxipdoape aepopvpovAknon. To mpdPAnua frav n
TaxVvme Tov oegpomhdvov. To Cavka elxe péyom
Taxvmta 110 xAp/w eved to Piper Cub eixe eAdyiom
yopw ota 60 pda/ed. Ot dvo TayOTTEG HToy TOAD
KOVT&. TNV TP ot OAx THyay KoA& oty gvbeia.
2V TPAOTN OPAC OTPOPT] O AEPOPVHOVAKOC ETITAYVVE
Alyo, yix dixr) tov ao@ddea. Ta ovpuata Tov Cavka
OV oPUPILAV SAUOVIOPEVA HE TTPOETPEPAV VO XTTAYKi-
OTOOW TPV VTEPTAXUV®. Ot eTOUEVEC OEPOVHUOVAKT-
OEIC €ylvay TOAD KOVT& GTO OTOA TOU XEPOTTAAVOU.

H Ppadeiac mmjon tov Cavka ntav evBovoiaotiki.
‘Evag xeplomic mov €otpe@e ot éva XQXUNAS Oeppuxd
méve amd Tov Sddpopo, eixe 1600 evlovolaoTel TOL
dpxloe va Tpayovd& peyoho@advec. Adyw NG avoIKTrC
KOUTvOES, amroAapPpévopie oto £8apog To Tpayovdt Tov.

O ¢@\og pog o IMA&twyv eixe TéTe TO Jodel pe xivnTipa
40 Hp. Aoxipdoape va tpafrifovpe To apyé Cavka pe to
apyd Jodel. Apyxicope va emitaydvovpe TOAD apyd Kat
va Toipvovpe VPoc pe TOAD avolkTéc oTpo@éc. Metk
amd 8Vo oTpo@éc Thvw amd To agpodpoulo EO&ToE
ota 200 p. xou dev maipvape dAAo VYog. IIpogaverg
elyape B&oel oV opo@Pr) HOC.

Avapeoa ot oxédix Tov Cavka vmripye kot éva
Ox€810 ylot AyKIOTPO OEPOPUVHOVAKHOEWC Me TO Stear-
man. Xmv ABrva elxav yivel pupovAkrioeic Bocian pe to
Stearman. To va tpafritet dpwe xaveic To Cavka pe to
Stearman 8ev potéet ToOAD ko) 18éax.
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The Edessa airfield

Edessa is a Macedonian town west of Thessaloniki.
The airfield is not in Edessa town but around 50 km to
the west. To its south is a lake and to its north is mount
Voras (2.500m). This mountain was the borderline to
neighboring Yugoslavia that had not dissolved yet to its
former republics. The aeroclub of Edessa had acquired
the airfield very recently.

Searching for an airfield the team of the aeroclub
found a torrent coming out of a mountain gorge and
fanning towards the lake. They diverted the stream to
the west and leveled a runway along a straight contour
(E to W). The ground was sandy with pebbles and large
gobbles. A sandy runway does not keep any rainwater,
but the sand can be blown by the prop-wash during tow.
In the summertime, the runway was covered by local
grass the roots of which gave the ground some stable
carpeting.

In the later years it happened at least once that a
flush flood of the torrent cut the runway. The
earthworks to keep the torrent contained had to be
strengthened. The earthworks for the airfield were very
beneficial for the farmers of the area, as they gained safe
farmland in the downstream of the runway. They first
planted potatoes and later apple trees.

The inauguration

In the summer of 1976 the airfield was ready, the
three gliders were in two small hangars and the airfield
was inaugurated.

For the ceremony we even flew two gliders from
Athens on a three hours aero-tow. The first crew
Katiniotis and I (flying an ASK-13) is depicted in the
previous page. The second crew P.Kirmizis and K.Auge-
rinos (flying a Bocian) is depicted in page 8 with Platon
and the Roda.

There are many color pictures of the inauguration but
most of them are not in good quality. Here you can see
two of them. The first one is of the crowd with the
Cavkas and the Roda. The second shows Kaplanidis ana
Anuka (the daughter in law of Panagopoulos).

After the inauguration the club started flying
regularly. In 1978 formal training began by instructor
LSiniosoglou. He was one of the Tripoli students
depicted in page 7. In 1979 a second instructor joined
him, A.Abazis (also in the Tripoli photo of page 7 as a
student).

The names of the Cavka gliders (Panagitsa and Zervi)
are the names of the two villages near the airfield.

1976 Inauguration of the airfield. The lake is in the background, behind the sandstorm of the aerotow.

Preparing the Cavka for a flight (see text). Photos: Th. Panagopoulos
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To aepodpduo e Edéoonc

To aepodpodputo dev eivar oy Edecoax oM& mepl Tax
50 xAp SvTikdTEPA, avpeoa otV Aluvn e Apvicoag
xat o 6poc Bépac. To Bouvd rtav Tar obvopa pe v
TNovyxoohafia mov Sev eixe axdpa Sxomacdel oTIC
TPQONV SnuoxpaTiec ™C.

Ava(nteovtac oepodpopo, n opdda eixe Bpet éva
xelpappo mov £fyatve amd pax xapddpa xat &votye ooV
Bevtdhiax mpog v Alpvn. O  yelpappoc efetpdmn
SuTikdTEpa KU 1IoOTESDONKE évag Siddpopog oe 1oovry
amd A mpog A. To €8agog Ntav apucddec pe KPOKAAEC
k&Oe peyéBovc. H qppog elye To TAEOVEKTNHX VX HNV
AOTTAVEL, OAAK OTAV HTAV OTEYVH] TAPACVPOTAY ATTO
Tov aépa TC EAKAC TOU QEPOTAXVOV, KOTX TNV
aegpopupovAknon. To kodokaipt @OTpwve aypldda pe
TOANéC piCec oL €8tve ouvoxT) 0TO €8aOoC.

Katd 1o petayevéotepa xpovia, TOVAAXIOTOV X
@op&k o OSi&dpopoc kbémnke amd vmepxelAon TOL
XEWPAPPOV KAl TAX XVOXOHXTA ETPeTe v evioxvBovv.
‘ONec auTéc ol gpyooiec evvoONOAV TOVUG TOTIKOVC
yewpyoUe, ylaTi améKTNoOoV OoO@OAT X®PAPIX OTX
KaTdvin Tov  Sxdpopov. DurtedTKAV  KAT  apX1V
KUPIWC He TATATEG KAt APYOTEPA e UNALEC.

Ta eyxaivia

To xodokaipt Tov 1976 t0 xepodpdpo NTav £ToIpo
kol T Tplx avepdmrepa Pploxovrav oe SVo kP&
vmooTeya. ‘Eytvav Aotmdv tax eykaivia Tov agpodpoptiov.

N mv tedem} @épape amdé mmv Abiva dvo
ovepdnTepa pe  Tplwpo  agpopupovAknon.  Ta
TANPOUXTA TOV AVEHOTITEPWV Ta €xeTe 1101 det. Xtnyv
mponyoVpevr oeAida eldate Tov Kamviodm) kot epéva,
otV 8¢ @pwtoypapia pe to Roda (oeA. 8) pali pe tov
Mé&rova PAémete Tov Havayodn Kipuiln kot tov Ntivo
Avyepivo, TAPGOUA TOU GANOV AVELOTITEPOU.

Yrapyovv moléc Eyypoues pwtoypapiec amd ta
eykaivia alda ot mepioootepec Sev elvar ma kadrig
rowomrag. 2tc mAaivéc potoypagplec PAémete ag’ evog
T AQVEUOTITEPA e TOUC OeaTes, ap’ eTépov Tov Abava-
oo Kamlavidn kot mv Avovka vipn tov Avrdvi
Tavayomovdov va mposroualovy to Cavka.

Metd o eykaiviat dpyxioe évrovo mnrikd €pyo, omd
8¢ 10 1978 d&pxioe emionun exmaidevon mov avéAafe
amoxAeloTik& o Iwone ZividooyAov mov eikovileTat ooy
panmic omv ewtoypagia e Tpimdrewe (oel 7). To
1979 &pyxioe va tov Bondd kot o AxAéxg Aumé{ng mov
Bploxetat oV Sl pwToypapior.

Ta ovépata twv Cavka "Tlavayitoo" xoau "ZépPn"
AVAPEPOVTAL OTA SVO YEITOVIKA XWDPLA.




Flying the Roda

The front seat of the Roda was the best place you
could find for aerial photography. The view was totally
unobstructede. If you leaned at the side you could see the
winch during the tow. You could even see below you the
small parachute of the towing cable.

The front seat had no instrument panel. The student
learned how to fly using just the horizon in front of him.
Flying by the horizon (physical or artificial) is funda-
mental in any kind of flight. The Roda was the best
glider you could find for basic training.

The rear seat of the Roda was very narrow. You could
see the ground just below your butt. The problem of the
rear seat was the huge wing above you. When turning to
the base leg the wing was totally obstructing the
threshold of the runway, just at the moment when you
needed to have a good view of the threshold.

The lack of a wheel break was a problem in the
narrow strip of Edessa. In an immense flat airfield (like
Tripoli) a break did not have much use, but in a narrow
strip, when losing airspeed on the ground, any side-wind
could turn your tail. You needed to stop as soon as
possible.

In the first photo the Roda is depicted with Pikros
and Siniosoglou. The second photo is the view of the
airfield from the front seat of the Roda. The winch can
be seen in the end of the runway.

Flying the Cavka

Flying the Cavka was a pure joy. She knew how to fly
by herself anyway. Low speed and tight turns is all you
need in thermaling around the airfield. She went up
very easily on the winch. She stopped also very easily
when landing. No wheel means no problem. "Nema
problema", as we used to say in Yugoslavia.

There were of course some inconveniences. When
flying high near the cloud base you had to abandon your
thermal every once in a wile and go out in the sun. The
open cockpit was rather drafty and cold.

Cross county flying was out of the question. The
Cavka was flying at around 55 km/h with an L/D of
about 16/1. If you tried to fly through sink with 70 km/h
the L/D fell to around brick/1. You had the feeling of
going more downward than forward.

Next page, lower left: A. Panagopoulos on the winch.

Lower right: student T Papadopoulos, instructor
A.Abazis, instructor C.Pikros, student A.Kaplanidis,
Instructor 1.Siniosoglou. (Photos: C. Pikros)

Flying the Roda (see text)

IMTetdvrtag pe o Roda

H epmpdc 0éomn Tov Roda rtav iSavikr) yix ¢wTtoypd-
non mpog k&Be xatevOLvoT. Me Alyo yépoipo mpog To
TAGL, umopovoe va det kavelc KaT& Vv extdEevon v
MEA. Mmopovoe axdpa va del Kavelg kot To oAeti-
MTOTAKL TOU OVPUATOC EKTOLEVOEWC KAT® OmS TO
oLVEUOTTTEPO.

To epmpdc x&Oopax Sev elxe opyava. O pabntic
péBauve va TETAeL He avapopd oTov opifovta mov elxe
eumpo6c Tov. H xprion tov opiCovra (puotkod 1) texvn-
ToV) eivaw Boaowy yx k&Be eidoc mtion. T Tétowx
exmaidevon 1o Roda tarv povadixd.

To miow x&Bopa Tov Roda ftav moAd otevéd. To
é8aoc pavoTay kK&Tw amd Ta omiobia ToV eKTAISEVT).
To mpoPAnua Spe HTay 1) HeydAN TITEPLYIKT] ETIPAVEIX
amd mévew Tov. Kotk v otpogr] mpoc To Pootkd
OKENOG, XAVOTAV O SLASpopoC, axpPc dTtav £mpeme va
paiveTat KOADTEPQL.

H éNenpn @pévov otov tpoxd frav auodnti Adyw
Tov OTevoU Sladpduov. Ze éva peydAo aepodpouio
(6mwg ™ Tpimddewc) To @pévo dev TV ATAPAITNTO.
Ztov otevd Suwc Siddpopo mc Edéoonc xpeialdtay
TPOCOXN] OTOVC TAKYIOUC QAVEHOUC TOL €0TPEQPAV TNV
ovpd, kaboc TO avepdTTEPO emPpdduve petd TV
TpooYyelwon.

2myv mpadtn poToypapia: ot Ilixpog kot Zivicooylov
emri Tov Roda. 2mv Sevtepn: n Oéa and mv umnpoc Géorn
Tov Roda.

IMTetodvrtag pe to Cavka

H mmon pe to Cavka rjtav moAY evydplot, kb
TO avepdnTepo NEepe va metdel pdévo tov. H puxpr] tov
TaxVTNG KO Ol OTEVEG OTPOPEC TOV TO £KAVAV 18VIKO
yo expetdMevon Bepuuxcdv. Me v MEA  avéPauve
xwpic moMéc Sopbdoeic. Katd v mpooyeicwon
OTAUATOVOE YPiyopa e TO OKL TOV.

Ymipxov kot K&mola pelovektiuaTa.  Xe  PnAéc
MToelC KOVI& otV PAon TwV VEPQV, EMPETE VX
eykaToAeimel Kavelc To Bepuikd Tov TOTE-TOTE KAl VX
Byaivet otov A0, yia Afyn Céotn. H avow xaumiva To
éxel aUTO TO TPOPANUAL

TN Ta&idt ... Texdote To. To Cavka pe Tayvm™Ta yopw
ot 55 XA/ elxe Adyo yopw oto 1/16. Av Sokipalec va
mepdoeg amd kaBodi& pe TaxvmTa 70 XAp/w o Adyog
xatoMoBnoewc yvotav 1/tovPMo. Ihyatve Tepioodtepo
TPOC TA KAT® TP TPOC T EUTTPAC.

Zmyv emduevy oedida, kartw aptorepa: o Avrdvie
ITavayomovioc oro fivr(L

Kare Seéia: Tiune IHaradomovlog, Ayiléac Auma-
(ne, K. Iixpog, ABavaoroc Kamdavidng, 1. Zivicooydov.







Training glider pilots

In 1977 Siniosoglou started training glider pilots on
the Roda. When ready they flied solo on the Cavkas. The
operation of the club was based on volunteer work.
There was no gain in producing many pilots. So quality
was before quantity.

In airplane pilot training there is no problem in
producing some inferior pilots. As soon as they receive
their license you can address them the French saying "Va
te faire pendre ailleurs" which means, "go get hanged
somewhere else". There are many airplanes that can be
broken, private or commercial.

In our small gliding community any inferior pilot
who receives a flight license would put in danger our
own gliders. So we had to be very careful of the people
we trained. We trained pilots whom we trusted meeting
on the ridge, flying a wingspan away from the slope. This
was a mentality that we shared with Siniosoglou.

An airplane pilot flies believing that his engine is well
maintained and will not fail him. A glider pilot flies with
the certainty that the winch-cable will break in one of
his flights. In fact we did not have the financial means to
change the winch-cable very often. We used a new cable
only when the old cable was breaking too often. Cable
breaks were common, not an emergency. Glider pilots
had to be much better trained than airplane pilots, and
that's what we did.

After flying in Edessa with various gliders it became
clear that the "old way" was much safer for the existing
runway. When using aero-tow on a large airport there
are a few unsafe seconds between the possibility of
landing straight ahead and the possibility of turning
back. Those few seconds were not so few when towing a
glider with our Piper Cub in the runway of Edessa.
Launching with a winch on the Roda and Cavka gliders
was much safer. Should the launching cable beak at any
moment, you were sure to land safely.

In 1978 we were flying a Glasfluegel Mosquito in
Athens with aero-tow and a Cavka in Edessa with the
winch. Both were great.

In Athens we were operating from a military airport
with many restrictions. We were allowed to fly only on
weekends. In Edessa we had our own airfield and we
were free to fly at will. Flying In Edessa was easy-going.
You did not mind about any regulation and about any
law, other than the law of gravity. The easy-flying Cavka
was the right glider in the right place.

ISiniosoglou instructing from the rear seat of the
Roda. Note the wing above his head.
G.Apostolou on his first solo

(Photos: C.Pikros,
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Exmoudevovrag avepomndpoug

To 1977 o Xwvibooyhov dpxloe v exmaidevorn
avepomépwv pe to Roda. H 'Edecoa Aettovpyovoe oe
gpaottexviky féomn kot Timota Sev vTaydpeve TNV aBpda
exmaidevon podnroov. H modme elxe peyokvTepn
omoLSAUSTNTA ATTO TNV TOCOTNTA.

2e i oo} agpomopwv Sev vmdpyet TPOPANUA v
exmaudevboVv xau vmodeéotepol xelploTéc. Metk TNV
amo@oiton Oa @Uyovv kot pmopovv va Béoovv ot
KIVOULVO aePOTAGVA GAA®YV, IBIOTIKK 1) ETAYYEAUXTIKA.

Ot pontéc TV OXOADV ovepoTopiog pévouy Kot
TETAV HE T QVEUOTITEPAL TNC Aéoxnc. Apa émpeme va
elvau emAeypévol mpooekTikd. Exmoudedope xelplotéc
Tov O EUTIOTEVOUAOTE VO OUVAVTIIOOVHE OTO Suva-
HKO, TETWOVTAC My HETPA POKPIX amtd TNV TAGYL& TOV
BouvoV. AvT 1 vooTtpoTiax NTAV KOWI OTOV Zvid-
goylov pe oe péva. IToAdol ABnvaiot vmédetav 6Tl
Quovv oe ovvexr ema@n pe v ‘Edecoa. Aev xotoAd-
Bouvory 6TL AmAGC elxae TNV (Siax vooTpoTria.

Ot agpomopol Bewpolv OTL 0 KIVNTHPAC TOUG
ovvtnpe(tal KoOADG kot dev Bot Tovg eyxatoheipet. Avri-
0étwc ot avepomdpol elpaote olyovpol 4Tl Oe KATOIX
TTHON Ho¢ TO ovpdatéoyowvo Oa omdoel. Aev elyoqe
TOTE TNV OIKOVOMIKT] &veon va dAA&COVHE CLUXVE OLP-
patéoyowva. Ta cdAA&{ape Hdvo OTay €0TTAYaV OUXVA.
'ETol, oL XeIpIOTEG POC ETTPETTE VA VAL IBLAUTEPC LKOAVOL.

[etovrag omv ‘Edecoo pe Sidgpopor avepdmTepa,
NTAV KATAPAVEG OTL O TOAMOC TPOTOC TTAV AOPOAE-
otepoc ylx tov Stddpopo mc Edéoonc. Xpnopomot-
WOVIAG  AEPOPVHOVAKNOT Ot  HeydAX  aepodpdpud,
VTTEAPYXOVV KATOIO oVIOUXNTIKA SeVTEPOAETITA KATA T
omolat dev pmopelc T va mpooyelwdelc epmpdc, ovTe
umopeic axopax vou yvpioeg miow. Avtd Tor Sevtepd-
Aemtot otov Siddpopo ¢ Edéoonc rtav  moAAG.
AvtiBétwc, oto PiviCt pe ta Roda wxou Cavka vmripye
peydAn ao@diei. Omov xou va €0maye TO GUPUX-
T6TXOLVO, UTTOPOVOEC VA TTPOCYEINDEIC ATPAAGC.

To 1978 metovoape omv Adnva pe Mosquito, oty
6¢e Edecoa pe Cavka. Kat ta dvo ftav vmépoya.

Zmv ABrjva metovoape oto agpodpdpo Tov Tatolov
oV elXe TOAAEC UTINPECIOKEC VTTOXPEWDTELC KAl HTOPOV-
oope va TeTdHe Hovo ZafPaToxiplaka kat apyleg. Xty
‘Edecoa avtifétag, elxape aepodpOpo mOKAEIOTIKNC
XPYOEWC KO UTOPOVOOUE VO TETAUE kaT& POVANOLV.
Aev elyae TEPLOPIOUOVE ATTO KAVOVIGHOUE KAt VOHUOUC,
mépav amd Tov vopo e Papvmroac. Ta ebkoAa kau
amA& Cavka taipialav amoAdTwe 0To Mjpepo mepBEAAOV
¢ Edéoong

O Iworjp Zivicooylov ekmaudevel amd mv miow Oéor
Tov Roda

O Idpyoc Amoorodov oro mpadto Tov goo.
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The National Gliding School

Being involved in the National Aeroclub I could find
some funds to finance what beard the pompous name
"National gliding school". Compared to Tripoli it was a
very modest operation. We just financed the basic cost
for the winch-cables and the fuel for the winch.
Everything else was volunteer work.

Every year in February we received in the National
Aeroclub student applications through clubs from all
around Greece. We chose about five students for the
summer school. They had to pass medical examinations
and obtain a training permit from the Civil Aviation
Authority. This was a time-consuming burocratic
Athenean task. The Aeroclub of Edessa took care of the
rest.

Edessa had a non-military airfield. It had gliders. It
had quarters for the students to live in. It had a living
room and a kitchen to feed the pilots. It also had
volunteers to run all the operations of the school without
being paid. The clubs sending students had to pay a small
fee just for their meals. The students stayed in Edessa for
15-20 days. It was a downscaled Tripoli.

The school operated for 4 years (1980 -1983). The
main factor for the success of the school was Sinosoglou.
Without his devotion in the instruction of new glider
pilots no school would have been possible. No other club
has since achieved such a feat, not due to lack of
materials but due to lack of volunteer work.

The second end of the gliders

In 1979 we had some funds in the National Aeroclub
to buy a new trainer. The Polish offer for the Puchatz
glider was very good. The Puchatz was the first Polish
fiberglass trainer and they were eager to sell. I went to
Bielsko Biala and flew the Puchatz. It was a heavy glider
not suitalbe for operation in Edessa. It was preferable to
give the Puchatz to Athens and have Athens give its agile
ASK-13 to Edessa.

As a result in 1980 Edessa obtained an ASK-13. The
plan was to give a Roda to the club with the most
participants in the National School. This was Arginio in
western Greece. So the Roda SX-108 went to Agrinio.

About that time the Civil Aviation Authority claimed
that the Cavka and Roda gliders were not allowed to fly,
as they did not have a maintenance manual issued by the
"manufacturer". The "manufacturer" was the KEA factory
that did not exist any more. It seemed the manual was
just an excuse to ground the gliders for good.

We proposed that we issue a contemporary main-
tenance manual, but it was in vain.

From the first National Gliding School (1980) Positive slides by C. Pikros

ITaveAArjvia oxoA] avepoTopiog

‘Exovtag dpaotmpromomBel omv EBvikiy AegpoAéoxn
umopovoa va Ppw k&motor xpiuaTa yiox oxoAég, Oxt
BePaiwc oty kAipoxo e TpimdAewc. Kodvmrape pévo
TO KOOTOG Yot CUPUATOTXOLVO KAl KXVOUA Yl TO PvTCL.
‘Oha ta &M )Ty eBehovTik epyaaia.

Kd&Be Pefpovdplo SexOuoote oUTHOEC OCUMUETOXTIC
amd OAn v EMN&Sa kot emAéyape mepl Tovg mEVTE
exmoudevopevove. ‘Empeme v mep&oovy ylarpovc Kot
Vo AMOKToOLV &delx HaONTEVOUEVOD, YIX VO UTTOPE-
oovv 10 KoAokaipt va metdovv géro. Avti fTav lx
afnvaikny  ypagelokpatikr] vmdbeon. Ola ta &M«
yivovtav omyv ‘Edecoa.

H ‘Edecgoa d1é0ete pn oTpatidTiKd  aepodpopto
xaOnuepviic xproewc. Eixe avepdmrepa. Eixe xoitevec.
Eixe aiBovoa ovykevipdoemv kot kovliva  yx
payepiry.  Elxe xoau  epaottéyveg  mpdOupove  va
Aertovpyrjoovv 1o kévrpo auodi. To oopateio movL
éoTEAVOLY  HOONTEC €Tpeme VA TANPAOOOLY HOVO TO
K60TOC TNV SlTpo@Pric TV padnTv yix 15-20 pépec.
Empoxetto yiax pia puxpoypagio Tpirdiewc.

H oxoA Aettovpynoe emi 4 €t (1980-1983). O xdprog
ovvtedeotic ¢ emTvxiog fTory o ZividooyAov. Xwpic
™MV a@ooior] Tov omyv ekmaidevon avepomopwy dev
O nrav e@kT) 1 oxoAr. Kavéva dMo owpateio dev
umépeoce v dnpovpyroel k&t Tapduolo, Oxt eXhelpet
péowv, cA& eMelpel TpoBUpcV eBeAovTdv.

OptoTtikn) anéovpon

To 1979 eilxaue xpripata oty EOvikr) Aeporéoxm yix
ayopd véou exmaudevtikov, pe Siebvr) Siaywviops. Ayo-
p&otnke To MOAwVIKG Puchatz mov miya kou méTafa
otV IoAhwvia. ‘Hrav éva Papd avepdmtepo, dxt TOAD
katéAMnAo yix tov Siddpopo e Edéoonc. Ilpotiur-
oape v dwoovpe To Puchatz omv ABfjva ko avt
mpowBnoe To mo evéhikto ASK-13 omv ‘Edecoa.

To avamtutioxd oxédo fHrav va mpowdrcovpe
avtioTtolywe éva Roda o1o owpateio mov Ba eixe Tovg
TEPIOCOTEPOVG amo@oitovg amd v oxoAr. ‘Etol, Tto
Roda SX-108 mrye oto Aypivio. Zmv ‘Edecoa éuetve to
SX-110 mov bev eixe TeT&Eel.

Avotuxwe v dix mepiodo 1 YIIA xkabiiwoe Ta
avepodmTrepax Cavka xau Roda, pe v Sikauoloyia 61t dev
elyav eyxepldlx ovvmmproeng amd "TOV KATOOKEVL-
aot)". To KEA (o xataoxevaotic) elxe 1dn xAeioel,
omdte xau n amaimon ¢ YIIA oodvvapovoe e
ATOCVPOT) TWV AVEHOTITEPV.

Ipotetvape omv YITA va ovvtdEovpe ovyxpova
eyxepidiax oA& 1 YITA apviibnxe. Ta eyxepidix froy
HEAAOV oA TPOPAOT) KATASIKIG TV XVEHOTTEP®Y.




The fate of the Rodas

The Roda SX-110 is still in Edessa. It has a metal tail
and a long nose. The SX-108 with the wooden tail went
to Agrinio. There, someone opened the leading edge D-
tube, but could not complete the repair.

The Aeroclub of Patras asked the glider for display.
Our friends in Patras revarnished the glider, leaving the
leading edge open for its structure to be clearly seen.
They displayed it in some occasions (the photo is in
Patras harbor). Then it was stored for many years in a
farm shed.

When the owner of the shed needed the place, he just
took the glider out in the open. The wooden parts were
destroyed and just the rusty metal part remained.

The fate of the Cavkas

There has never been an inventory of how many
wings and fuselages survived in Athens. Of the two
Cavkas that went to Edessa the SX-116 is still there,
having flown 590 flights (60 hours) in Tripoli and 550
flights (100 hours) in Edessa.

The SX-113 has been given to the Air Force museum.
The museum is used to metal airplanes, so they left the
Cavka in the open, as they would have done with any
old airplane. When some years later we tried to locate
the Cavka, all we could find were some rotten wooden
remains.

In 1986 two of the old Cavkas were given from
Athens to loannina Aeroclub (see photo). Later the
Experimental Aircraft Club that then existed in Piraeus,
asked for these gliders to be given to one of its members.
So the gliders were transported to Oropos (in the north
of Athens). The intention of the experimenter was not to
have a glider, but to transform it to an airplane, by
installing a pusher engine over the wing. Fortunately the
project did not go any further and the parts came back to
Athens. So today at least one full Cavka glider exists in
the hangar of the Athens Gliding Club.

Epilogue

The history of flight is full of flying machines and
pilots who excelled in something, or took part in famous
failures. This was not the case of the Cavkas and their
pilots.

The Cavka was a successful design and construction.
It served well the purpose for which it was built and
gave much pleasure to people flying it. Slow flight
around the airfield is not in vogue any more. So the
Cavkas and the Rodas belong to the past.

W v |

In Patras

From Athens
to loannina
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H 10x1 TV Roda

To Roda SX-110 (pe petoAAixr) ovp&) Ppioketan
mévta oty Edecoa. To SX-108 (pe TOAv ovpd) mijye
oto Aypivio. Exel xdmolog &volke to D Ttov xefhouvg
TPOOPOANC KAl TO TAPARTNOE.

H Aeporéoxn Ilatpcodv (fmoe to Roda oav
povoelaxo idog. Ot ITarprvol @idot pag Pepvikwoav To
QVEPOTITEPO He avolkTO D, yix va gaivetau 1 dourj Tov.
To etébeoav oe xamolec exdniwoelc (wT. aTo Apdve
tov Ilatpodv) xaw petd amobnkevOnke ot AypoTIKY|
arodrx).

Otav o Woxmmge ¢ amobrikne xpeidotke TOV
X0PO, amAdC £fyoke To aveudmrepo oto Vmoubpo. Ta
EOAVa T HATO SLOAVONKAY KAt EUELVE TO OKOVPLAXTUEVO
METOAAIKO TUIHA TNC XTPAKTOV.

H toxn Tov Cavka

Agv vmipte TOTE AMOYPOPY] TWV VAIKOV TOL
Bpioxovtav oto Tatér Amd ta dvo Cavka mov miyav
otV ‘Edecoa, to SX-116 Ppioketon mavta exel, £xovTag
metaet 590 mrioec (60 peg) omv TpimoAn xou 550
nmoelg (100 odpeg) omv Edecoa.

To SX-113 860nke oto povoeio ¢ ITA. To povoeio
aOXOAelTaU e HETOAAKE OepOTAGVAL KOt €TOL, Gproay
To Cavka oto vmaubpo, émwe Ba éxavay yia kéBe ToAd
agpomAdvo. Otav Pprikape To Cavka x&molx xpdvia
apyoTepa, elxe petatpamel ot éva 0PO ATO OATIX
ToAa.

Abo mohk Cavka 86Bnkav amd mv Adiva omyv
Agpoléoxm (PAéme pwTOYypapia NG
HeTa@op&e Tovg). AxolovBwe, o XUMoyoc Ilepapa-
TIKOV XEPOKATAOKEVAV {Nnoe va dwdoovpe ta Cavka
auT& o K&moto péAoc Tov, yx aflomoinon. ‘Etol ta
VAk& petagépOnkav otov Qpomd. Mdabape apydtepa
OTl, O KOTOXOKEVOOTIC OVEWPELOTAV VO Tpocbéoel
xkvnmpa oto Cavka vo to kével agpomAdvo. Evtuxde
mpoom&Oelax eykaToAelpOnKe Kot T VAKE eméoTpepary
omv ABfva. Zrpepa VTAPXEL OTO TATAPL TOV VTTOOTE-
you v AvepoAéoyxnc TovAdxtotov éva TArpeg Cavka.

Toavvivev

Emidoyoc

H otopiat ¢ TTrioemg eivat yepdTn amd agpooki@n
kol xeptotéc mov dakpiOnkav k&mov, 1 MOvV oLY-
petelxav oe taxovotéc amotvyiec. Ta Cavka xau ot
XEWPLOTEC TOVC SEV AVIIKOVV OF QUTI TNV KATIyopia.

Ta  avepdmrepar Cavka nroy e emTLXNEVN
oxedloon kot kataokevr. AvrtamoxpiOnkav TANp®C
OTOV OKOTO YIX TOV OTOI0 KOATAOKEVXOTNKAV KOl
€dwoav pHeydAn evxapiomon oe éoovg T métagav. H
apyr) MTHON KOVT& OTO aepodpomo Sdev elvon mia NG
podoag, omdte ta Cavka kou T Roda avijkovv omnv
loTopia.




The Cavka gliders belonged to another era, the era
where gliding as a sport could have a future. You do not
have a future as a sport (or as a nation) if you do not
produce enough offsprings. Gliding nowadays does not
produce enough new pilots and is confining itself to a
shrinking community. It has become an ultra expensive
and ultra regulated sport. There were new ideas born like
hang gliding, paragliding, utralight gliding, but they
were expelled from what is considered as gliding by the
shrinking soaring mentality.

The Cavka gliders belonged to the era when some
gliders were still designed to be simple, friendly and fun,
for the youngsters to play with, without fear.

The Cavka drawings

Around 1997 the old buildings of the KEA factory
were to be gradually demolished. A draftsman saved a
dusty folder containing printed drawings. They were the
construction drawings for the Cavka. He gave them to
Byron Bakelas who has been leader of the air-scouts for
16 years. Bakelas gave them to me.

As soon as I received the drawings, I decided that the
best way not to lose them was to make them available to
other friends. It was V. Katiniotis who made transparent
copies of the drawings, so that he could produce further
copies if needed.

The years passed by and we came to the digital era.
Scanning the Cavka drawings was a must. I knew that P.
Kalogerakos had the drawings for the Roda. He gave
them to me for scanning together with my own Cavka
drawings.

As the wings of both gliders were the same, the Roda
drawings were just for its fuselage. As it came out
Kalogerakos had also the Cavka drawings. Some
drawings were missing from his folder but he also had
one that was missing from my folder.

Today we have almost all the KEA drawings for the
gliders in digital form. In following pages you will find
most drawings for the Cavka. Three drawings for the
Roda are enough to prove that it cannot be built without
special jigs for the steel fuselage.

A new Cavka has been built in former Yugoslavia, so
there must also exist drawings in Serbo-Croat. We do not
know if they are in Latin or in Cyrillic characters, but
you probably have a choice of something more than
Greek.

For our friends beyond the northern borders of
Greece, we have some former registration numbers:

SX-106 former YU-5180

SX-110 former YU-5219

SX-107 former YU-2149

SX-111 former YU-2235
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To avepomtepa Cavka avijxav oe &AAN emoxn, otV
emox1 OTaY 1) avepoTopior pmopovoe va €xel LEAAOV. Aev
umopeic va €xeic péAov oav GOAnua 1) oav €0vog, av
dev  mOpAYEIC OPKETOVC QMOYyOVOULC. XMUepR, T
avepoTopia dev Tapdyel XPKETOVE VEOUG XEIPIOTEC KA
meplopietat  oe i  @bivovox op&da. ‘Eywve pia
vmepPfolikd  axpifr] ko vmepPolikd  eAeyyOuevn
aoxoNo.  YmrpEav véeg 18éec OMWG ot aeTol, T
TAPATEVTE KA TX VTEPEAAPPE, OAN& axvT& BecoprOnrary
€t amd Ta evlaépovTa ¢ PBivovoag XVEHOTOPIKTC
vooTpoTiag.

Ta avepdmrepa Cavka avikav omv emoxr étav
axépa oxedidlovray k&Tolx avedOTTEPA ATAK, PAK&
KOl EVXAPIOTA, e Ta OTolx pmopovoay va Taiovv ot
VéoL, Xwpic TOAD @opo.

Ta oxébio Tov Cavka

I'bpw oto 1997 1a xmipix Tov KEA Poairjpov O«
ykpepiCovtav. Kamolog oxedixotic Siéowoe  éva
@dxeho pe oxédiax Tov Cavka xat T ¢8woe oto BOpwva
MmoxéAa apxnyd TV agpompookomwmy eni 16 xpovia.
O Bopwv pov ta mpocdnoe.

MoAg tax mopéhafa, amOPACIOX VA T SloWOow,
SBétovrag Ta oe meploooTepovs @ihovgc. O Baaiing
Koamviodme dnpovpynoe diapavr) potoavtiypagpa mov
UTOPOVGAY VA XPNOOTOMOoUV YIX XVXTHPXYWYT.

Ta xpévia mépaoav kot @O&oape ommv Pn@roxr
emoxn). Taw oxédiax émpeme vaw oxavaplotovv. I'vedpila 6Tt
o INavteAric Kahoyepducog eixe ta oxédia Tov Roda. Tov
Ta (TNOX YL KOWVO OKAVAPITHA.

Aedopévov 6t ol TTépuyeC TV VO AVEHOTTTEPWY
fTav kowvég, T oxédix Tov Roda ftav pévo T oxédix
™G atpdxTov TOoL. AlamioTwoa Ouwe 6Tt o Kodoyep&-
koc¢ elye xau ta oxédiae Tov Cavka e kdmoleg eAhelperg.
Eixe époc xat éva oxédto mov éNettte amd v Sikr| pHov
oelpQ.

Zuepa, éxovue ot Pneraxr) poper oxeddv OAa T
oxédla tov KEA yix 1ot avepomtepa. Ta xvptdtepa
oxédla Tov Cavka dnuootebovpe oTIc emdUeves oeAideC.
Ta tpiac oxédla Tov Roda xatadekvoovv o6t 7
KXTAOKELT] TOV amaltel e€etdikevpéveg 1I8100VOKEVEC, YIx
™V 0pO1) oLYKOAANOT) TV XOAVBSOTWATVGYV.

I'vopiCovpe 61t omv Téwe TovyxooAafia kata-
oxkevaotke éva véo Cavka kot mpo@avade Ba éxovv
Slxowbel T ylovykoohaPikd oxédia. Aev yvopiCovpe av
elvat AaTvikd (kpoaTikd) 1 KuptAAikd (oepPid), oM&
éxete TOUVA&YIOTOV plot oxdua emAoyr] eKTOC amd
ENAnvika.

210 otyyAikd KelUeVO LTTAPXOUV TA YIOLYKOOAXPIK&
VNOASYIX T®V AVEHOTITEP®V. AULTE CUVETITITAV HE TOV
APLOUO KATAOKELVTC TOV EPYOTTOTIOV.
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A Cavka model

In page 16 we mentioned that V.Katiniotis made the
first copies of the Cavka drawings. It happens that among
other things Katiniotis is also an aeromodeller. So he
started building a scale model of the Cavka. He did not
use model drawings but the original drawings of the full
size glider scaled down to Y.

The structure of the model has followed the structure
of the original wooden glider as well as possible.

For the construction and the materials of the model
the good old way has been used. Balsa, hardwood and 0,6
mm plywood were used as in the old aeromodelling days
(no fiberglass).

For the wings of the model the same flat bottom
airfoil of the full-scale glider has been used.

As in the real glider, the purpose of the model is not
extreme performance of any kind. It is a model with
docile flying characteristics for vintage scale-gliders air
shows. It is a model from the Greek sailplane history.

Specifications of the model:

Wingspan 330 cm
Fuselage length 172 cm
Wing area 118 dm?2
Weight 4.5 kg

Wing loading 38gr/dm2

A quarter scale Cavka RC model

by Vassilis Katiniotis

‘Eva povtého Cavka

Xmv oeAida 16 avapépape 61t o B. Kammvidmge
ékave TA TPAOTA POTOAVTypapa Twv oxediov. O
Kamviodme 6pwe eivat kot yvwoTog aepopovTENOTIC.
‘Eto1, dpxloe v kataokevd et éva povrédo tov Cavka.
Mn vapxovTev oxedlv yla TETolo HOVTENO, XPTOLHO-
monoe T oX€8l TOV TPAYUKTIKOV GVEHOTITEPOV TOV
épepe o€ KApata 1/4.

H Sdopn Tov povtédov axolovOnoe xatd to duvardv
TIOTK TNV SOUI) TOV TPAYHXTIKOD GVEUOTITEPOU.

H xataokevry kot tax LAKE oxolovOnoov v
mopadooiaxr] uébodo. Xpnowomombnkayv:  uméioa,
X&KLt okAnpov ToAov kat xovtpo-mAoxé 0,6 mm
OTKC ToV oS Kaupo (kaBdAov cuvBeTIKE VAIKE).

H aepotopr eivau 1 (St e mpotypatikric TTépuyoc.

‘Omwe Kal 0TO TPAYUATIKO KVEUOTITEPO, OKOTOC TOV
povtédov Sev eivau omoradrimote emidoor). Ilpdxerran yia
évot HOVTENO HE @PIAIKE TITNTIKA XOPAKTNPIOTIKGE Y
emdeltelc ovepomTépwv  Scale. Ilpoéxertan  yi  éva
povTédo amd TV oTopia TNC eEAANVIKIG avepoTopiog.

Yrtoixeia TOL pOVTEAOL:

Exmétaopa 330 ex

Mnkoc atpdxTov 1,72 ex

[Mtepuyin emipdvela 118 ex2

Bé&poc 4,5 xy

[tepvyikde pdpTOC 38 yp/TeTp. MOAGIES
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The Cavka glider in the art

This is not a serious oil painting by a famous artist that I acquired in an auction for a million
dollars. I have painted it by myself in 1982 just for the pleasure of painting. It pictures the Cavka
glider flying in Edessa above the timberline.

The painting needs some clarifications.

The registration of the glider SX-116 is written as 2X-116 but that is no mistake of the artist. The
S was written as a 2 also on the real glider (see photo on page 12).

The tree on the right does not grow in Edessa. It is a tree of the southern mountains of Greece.
The Macedonian mountains around the Edessa airfield are mostly covered by deciduous trees.

The painting has to do with a photo exhibition. In 1982 we organized a photographic contest
and an exhibition of air-sport photos, in the exhibition hall of the Municipality of Athens. Paintings
were also exhibited.

Some soaring paintings have been painted for this occasion. You can see them in our "Hellenic
Soaring Archive" in the site:

www.marinaalimos.gr/hsa/
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